Mountains of Solomon and cross the mighty Indus. Before
that came to pass, the Hindu states and their Brahmin
spiritual directors had these centuries wherein to consolidate
their new order, viz. the general reconstruction of society,
already described, that followed the fading of Buddhism.
From their own point of view they failed lamentably, for
India, just as Europe could not and would not settle down
into the bond of the Holy Roman Empire, could not form
a bond of Hindu kingdoms in friendly alliance that could
stand four-square to the invader. She was to rue her failure
in blood and misery and humiliation untold.

THE COMING OF TURKS AND MOSLEMS FROM THE NORTH
While the Hindu kingdoms were re-forming and quarrel-
ling one with another over a period of several centuries, and
while the lesson of the Conquest of Sind was forgotten, the
roaring of the forest fire of Islam across Asia was in full blast.
The wild desert swordsmen had bred countless soldiers from
among the women of the conquered, and the hordes thus
increased had surged round the mountains of Persia and
converted many of the Turkish and Tartar races to their
faith. Half-Arab, half-Turkish kingdoms opened up at many
of the old centres and capitals of the trans-Oxus states. The
same waves were surging round the mountain valleys of the
land between the Oxus and the Indus that we now call
Afghanistan, where Turkish principalities rose and fell and
the remnant of Buddhism succumbed before the faith of the
Prophet. The Arab and Turkish dynasties thus flourished
and fought for several centuries before they thought of cross-
ing the Indus. The old practice of slave-boy huscarle was in
being.and from this custom arose a race of slave-kings in
Ghuzni. About the year 1001 one Mahmud, son of Alptagiri,
slave-king of Ghuzni, hearing much of the wealth of Ind,
suddenly led his bands across the Indus into India, He came
not to conquer but to ravish, to plunder, and to slay the
infidel and destroy his places of idolatrous worship. Times
and again he came down; times and again the Hindu princes